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ASSIGNMENT-SYLLABUS for
Course #  PT 8103  Title: Church and Parachurch Ministries 
FAITH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY


Program: DMin.
Professor's name: John Lepera_
Professor's e-mail: J.Lepera@FTS.edu_
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Semester, year:  Fall, 2015_
Dates of semester: Tentative schedule – Oct 30, Nov. 6, 13, 20_
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      Day & times of class: Fridays 10AM to 5PM_


TRACS Standards: “Individual courses, seminars, within graduate programs must evidence a process for the evaluation of stated objectives and/or student outcomes and competencies through objectives which can be assessed and evaluated through student performances/learning experiences at critical periods.” 
   I.
Name and Description of the Course from the Catalog
The Church and Para-church course is designed for those who are involved or interested in church and para-church ministries in any setting. This course is relevant to all ministry contexts, providing a solid foundation in biblical and theological reflection, ministry philosophy, practical skills, and personal spiritual formation. Students can tailor much of this course to their unique needs and interests that will best equip them for fruitful ministry.
  II.
The General Curriculum Objectives Addressed in this Course

As part of the Faith Theological Seminary curriculum this course is designed to assist the student to achieve the following objectives of this curriculum:

A. By the end of this class, you should have a good sense of the major aspects of church and para-church ministries.  You will understand the methods employed and the structure of the different organizations in order to be able to develop or work within such groups, be them a modality or a sodality structure.
III.
The Specific Objectives of this Course

	Specific Objectives


After successful completion of this course the student will be able to . . .
	Related Curriculum Objectives  (from "II" above)

	A. Have a good knowledge of the various forms of church services 
	Lecture and videos

	B. Know how to approach the different aspects of church ministry
	Lecture and text

	C. Know how to approach the different aspects of para-church ministries
	Lecture and text


 IV.
Demonstration of Learning

	Course assignments, guidelines for completion, due date, and rubric used for assessing student learning for each assignment
	Related Course Objectives (from "III")
	Percent of Course Grade

	1. Tests
	Lecture and texts
	     40

	2. Homework assignments and class participation
	Texts and experience
	     30

	3. Paper
	Self study
	     30


V.
Information Resources and Technology Needed for this Course


A.  Information technology suggested for the student to use in this course:



1.  [Logos Bible, Bible Works and Scholar's Library software (optional)



2.  Any resource from the John Norris Library at Faith Theological Seminary


B.  Texts and/or other learning resources required/suggested for this course – these are free downloads:



Center Church, Timothy Keller, Zondervan, ISBN-10: 0310494184; ISBN-13: 978-0310494188
               DOWNLOAD THE PDFs FROM THE WEB PAGE AND READ THE SELECTED PAGES (see assignment page below)



www.SpiritImpact.org/id8.html       Scroll down to PT 8103 Church and Parachurch Ministries


1. Multi-site Churches, pp. 19 to 24 and 49 to 51



2. Friends or Foes? Church and Parachurch, pp. 6 to 38 


3. Class Notes to be handed out to the students

 VI.
Additional Course Policies and Procedures

A. Class Attendance and Tardiness
Attendance is expected at all class sessions, except in cases of emergency. Instructors will take late, and lack of, attendance into consideration in determining a student’s grade. 

· For B.Th., M.Div., and Certificate students, each unexcused (more than one) absence will result in one grade demotion.
· Excused absences (for deaths and serious illness) must be limited to a maximum of four and documented appropriately. Any absences for illness exceeding this maximum will result in dismissal from the course(s) with a Withdraw Passing (WP). 
· All absences must be followed by completion of all missed in-class work (and assignments) in a timely fashion by consulting with the professors of the classes missed.
· Three times tardy (ten or more minutes) to class will equal one class absence. Four times tardy will equal two unexcused absences. 

· Doctoral students may not be late for, or miss, any classes, considering the intensive nature of these courses. In the event that a doctoral student misses one intensive class, they will be Withdrawn Passing (WP) or Withdrawn Failing (WF), depending on their GPA for the course at the time of Withdrawal.

B.
Class participation is an essential part of the learning process


C.  
All late assignments are graded "F" but must be completed within one week of the due date.



Assignments not completed may result in failure of the course.


D.
Tests and Exams
1.  Tests

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1All tests will start promptly at the beginning of class.  The time allotted for completion of the test is 30 minutes.

All tests must be taken on the day scheduled.

Any test not taken will be graded as a failure - 0%.

Cheating on tests will not be tolerated.  Cheating will result in an automatic 0% on the test, and a report will be sent to the Academic Dean.  
2.  Mid Term and Final Exams

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1All exams will start promptly at the beginning of class.  The time allotted for completion of the Exam is 60 minutes.

Exams must be taken on the day scheduled. They cannot be made up. 




Any Exam not taken will be graded as a failure - 0%




Cheating on exams will not be tolerated.  Cheating will result in an automatic 0% on the exam, and a report will be sent to the Academic Dean. 


E.  
Calculation of course grade is in accordance with section IV (above).


F.  
Please feel free to contact me personally through e-mail: J.Lepera@FTS.edu
VII.
Additional texts and/or learning resources for the student's further reference:

The Deliberate Church: Building Your Ministry on the Gospel. Mark Dever. 2005. Crossway.
Church is a Team Sport: A Championship Strategy for Doing Ministry Together. Jim Putman. 2009. Baker.

Ministry in the Church. Paul Bernier. 1992. Twenty Third Pubns.
The Prospering Parachurch: Enlarging the Boundaries of God's Kingdom. Wesley K. Willmer. 1998. Jossey-Bass.
The Church and the Parachurch: An Uneasy Marriage. Jerry E. White. 1983. Multnomah Pub
VIII.   FTS Plagiarism policy
Seminary Statement on Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism: Plagiarism means representing any work (including “original” ideas and opinions) as your own that is not your own. All information, quotes, and paraphrasing from all sources must be properly documented.  All work submitted for this course must be your own and written exclusively for this course. Academic dishonesty is defined as an intentional act of deception in which a student seeks to claim credit for the work or effort of another person, or uses unauthorized material or fabricated information in any academic work.  It includes, but is not limited to:
· Cheating – giving or receiving answers on assigned material, using materials or aids forbidden by the instructor, alteration of academic records, unauthorized possession of examinations, the falsification of admissions, registration or other related college materials, or any other intentional use or attempted use of unauthorized materials, information, or study aid.

· Plagiarism – the offering of someone else’s work, words, or idea as one’s own or using material from another source without acknowledgement. Exclusive use of internet web sites for research content is discouraged. All references must be cited, NO paraphrased information. It is best to use the library databases/books for all research. 

· Interference – interfering without permission with the work of another student either by obtaining, changing or destroying the work of another student. 

· Buying or selling of term papers, homework, examinations, laboratory assignments, computer programs, etc.

· Falsifying of one’s own or another’s records.

· Knowingly assisting someone who engages in A-E above.

Committing plagiarism may result in the following consequences

· Faculty may impose the following disciplinary actions within the context of a course,

· lowering of a grade or failure for a particular assignment.

· lowering of a grade, failure and/or dismissal from the course.

· The Academic Dean, Academic Committee, and the Program Dean (responsible for the student’s curriculum) may impose harsher measures within the context of the seminary such as:
· disciplinary probation may include a limitation on credits, mandatory repeat of a course, etc.

· suspension from a curriculum.

IX.
Tentative Class Schedule (also includes assignment due dates)

Readings are to be finished on the day listed.
Before first class read Center Church, chapters 1 to 6.
Dates         Assignments and Coverage                                    Dates             Assignments and Coverage

	Week
1
	Overview of course. 

From the Didache to Liturgical to Contemporary to Cells/House Church

Descriptions of various church models and forms of worship. Para-church examples.
Discuss Center Church, Introduction & chapters 1 to 6
Assignment due next week: 
     Describe in two/three double spaced pages a church or parachurch organization with which you are familiar. Include organizational structure and programs.
     Read Center Church, chapter 7 to 18
	Week
3
	Discuss Center Church, chapters 19 to 30
Assignment due next week: 
     Describe in two/three double spaced pages some major problems you see in a para-church organization that conflicts with the local church and how changes might be made to resolve the problem.
     Read “Multi-site Churches” – pp. 19 to 24 and 49 to 51

“Friends or Foes? Church and Parachurch” - pp. 6 to 38

	Week
2
	Turn in assignment 1 
Quiz 1.
Discuss Center Church, chapters 7 to 10
Assignment  due next week: 

     Read Center Church, chapter 19 to 30
	Week
4
	Turn in assignment 2

Quiz 2.
Discuss “Multi-site Churches” & “Friends or Foes? Church and Parachurch”
Goals and benefits of Para-Church organizations.
Contextualization vs. Secularization
Assignment due in three weeks: 

     Final paper – see below for details


Article reading assignment for Week 4
“A Pastor Defends his Multi-Site Church”
“Nine Marks of a Healthy Parachurch Ministry”
“Nine Reasons Why I Don’t Like Multi-Site Churches”
“How Parachurch Ministries Go Off the Rails”

“Are Parachurch Ministries Evil?” 
 
“For the Parachurch: Know the Difference”
 
“For the Church: Which Parachurch Should You Support?”

“For the Church: How Can You Support Parachurch?”


“Praying for Parachurch Ministries”

“How Church Discipline Will Save the Parachurch”

Paper Requirements: One paper of 10 - 12 pages (cover and bibliographies are extra), double spaced, 
covering Developing a Church/Para-Church Ministry – specific details will be discussed in class. 
Turabian/Chicago style. Paper is due three weeks after the last class.
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