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Course Number & Title –  SCI 251
Department – Arts & Sciences
Term – 5 week schedule.
Professor – John Lepera, ThD, MDiv, MS, BS
Professor Information

1. JLepera@LBC.edu
2. W, Th, F, 11AM to 3PM, by appointment - call to confirm.
3. Phone Contact – (215) 329-5400 ext. 19
Delivery – Modified On-Campus Course.    
Course Description – Scientific Disciplines: The basic disciplines of science will be reviewed with a correlation of natural and biblical history in view.  Modern science will be studied critically and intelligently as the students deal with theory, hypotheses, laws, and the latest scientific data. Creationism, Intelligent Design, and the Theory of Evolution are greatly contested in our country today. These concepts will be studied for reasonable acceptance or doubt. Considering the evidence for the world-wide Genesis Flood. 3 credit hours.
Course Prerequisite(s) – None
Student Learning Outcomes – Upon completion of this course, students should be able to:

The student will be able to:

a. The student will be able to intelligently explain the evidences of Creationism and Intelligent Design as compared to the Theory of Evolution.

b. The student will understand how Science can lift up the Bible, and not disprove it.
c. The student will develop a comprehension of how misapplying God’s given natural laws has left us with disease and death; and that only the Bible, as God’s Word, can explain and correct society’s ills. 
d.
The student will better see the relationship of the Bible to scientific disciplines of biology, astronomy, anthropology, chemistry, physics, archaeology, paleontology, geography, and geology. 

Course Requirements

A.  Information technology suggested for the student to use in this course:


1.  Any books from the library or from online resources.

B.  Texts and/or other learning resources required for this course:


1. Defeating Darwinism by Opening Minds, Phillip E. Johnson, InterVarsity Press, 1997

The textbook is available as a PDF online – check with the professor for the site.

Handouts given in class on selected readings from the following:

2. Evolution Cruncher, Vance Ferrell, Evolution Facts, 2006, ASIN: B000XKDYX2

3. It Couldn’t Just Happen. Lawrence Richards, Thomas Nelson Publ., 1994 (lowest price ed.).

4. The Biblical Basis for Modern Science. Henry M. Morris, Green Forest, AR: Master Books, Inc., 2002. 


5. Science and Faith, Friends or Foes, C.J. Collins, Wheaton, IL; Crossway Books, 2003.

Assignments and Papers due:

1. One short paper: a) 3 pages, minimum of 900 words, using the excerpts from It Couldn’t Just Happen in teaching a Sunday school class on Creationism. Any Bible references are only to be mentioned by chapter and verse, not spelled out, extending the word count.  Example: John 3:16, Not: John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His one of a kind son…”
1. Exams and Quizzes : There will be 3 quizzes and 1 final as listed in the assignments.
Course Procedures
1. Classroom Practices : Professional demeanor at all times.
2. Attendance Policy : It is expected that the student will be present and on time for all classes. 

Lateness : 

All lateness (after opening prayer) must be explained in writing. 
Being less than 15 minutes late for class will count as 1 lateness.

Being less than 15 minutes late for 3 class sessions will count as one absence.

Being more than 15 minutes late for a class session will count as one absence.

Rules for lateness after the break will be the same as being late at the beginning of class.

Absences :
Are not acceptable for intensive courses.
3. Grading Policy, Rating Scale, Use of Rubrics, etc. : Grades will be based on quizzes, tests, and class participation, which is an essential part of the learning process.
Information Literacy
Many of the assignments will require accessing information.  Assignments should have good evidence that is correctly cited in them.  Students will need to access the library and/or online research resources.  Assignment presentation grading rubrics include evaluating the quantity and quality of resources.  Proper citation in an assignment is also evaluated. 
 
Grading Scale

The following grading system is followed in this course:
	Grade
	Points
	Quality Points
	Meaning of Grade

	A
	940–1000
	4.00
	Excellent

	 A-
	900-939
	3.7
	

	 B+
	870-899
	3.3
	

	     B
	830-869
	3.0
	Good

	B-
	800-829
	2.7
	

	C+
	770-799
	2.3
	

	     C
	730-769
	2.0
	Average

	C-
	700-729
	1.7
	

	 D+
	670-699
	1.3
	

	     D
	630-669
	1.0
	Passing

	D-
	600-629
	0.7
	

	     F
	0-599
	0.00
	Failing


5. Late Assignment Policy – Generally not accepted for a five week modular course.
6. Make-up Policy - Generally not accepted for a five week modular course.
7. Disability Statement – Any student with a disability which meets the guidelines of the ADA and its revisions, or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act who desires accommodation to complete the requirements of Lancaster Bible College at CUTS courses must first submit that documentation to Dean Sherry Jones, who will forward it to Dr. Shirley Tucker, Director of Disabilities Services at Lancaster Bible College.   
After reviewing the documentation and speaking with the student, reasonable accommodations will be determined.  It is in the student’s best interest to contact Dean Jones immediately upon course enrollment since professors cannot provide accommodations without verification from the Disability Services Office and accommodations cannot be applied retroactively.  

Dean Jones’ assistant (Karen Robinson) has an office located in the hallway near the computer lab on the second floor; the office phone number is 215-226-1362; the confidential fax line is (215) 226-1257. The Dean’s email address is sherry.jones6@gmail.com.

Please note: Students must register with the Disability Services Office each semester for which accommodations are desired; accommodations from the prior semester are not automatically applied to the current semester.
8. Writing Center Statement – Students are encouraged to seek out writing assistance from their professors, peers, and tutors.   
9. Academic Integrity Statement – As followers of Christ, we need to be fully committed to honesty and truthfulness in all aspects of our lives, including in our academic lives. Therefore, academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in any way. Students are responsible to familiarize themselves with LBC’s Academic Integrity Policy and adhere to it.  It is located in the Student Handbook. 
Course Calendar – 
Quizzes will start at 6:30pm and will end at 6:50pm.

Late homework loses 25% of points every day late.

Week One:   
In class:  Review syllabus. Introduction to the course and PowerPoint intro. Discuss the Philosophy of Science and prejudices against the supernatural. Video on Toughest Test in College. Talk about consequences and impacts of the theory of Evolution on society. PowerPoint presentation on the effects of the Theory of Evolution on Political Science, Sociology, Ethics, and culture in general – a Brave New World scenario.
Homework for next week: watch videos and answer questions to.

1. Origin of Variety at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W-HzkwhrvAs
2. DNA by Design, pt. 1 and 2 at http://www.spiritimpact.org/id8.html.
3. Read Chapters 1 and 2 in Defeating Darwinism.
Week Two:   All week 2 homework due at start of class.  
Quiz 1.

Turn in homework – answers to the video assignments, 
In class: Biology, Microbiology, Zoology, and Chemistry. Cover chapters 1 and 2. Discuss strategies for taking back the truth of the natural and the supernatural. Looking at Intelligent Design and DNA in chemistry and biology. Creationism concepts.

Homework for next week: watch videos and answer questions.

1. Unlocking the Mystery of Life at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tzj8iXiVDT8

2. The Case for a Creator at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDy0vnP7VMQ
3. Read Evolution Cruncher – 17 pages – at http://www.spiritimpact.org/id8.html
Ch 1 – Brief History of Evolutionary Theory, pages 15 and 16
Ch 2 - The Big Bang Theory, pages 71, 72, 73
Ch 7 – The Primitive Environment, pages 208, 209
Ch 8 – DNA and Protein, pages 242, 243
Ch 9 – Natural Selection, pages 283, 284, 285

Ch 12 – Fossils and Strata, pages 417, 420 and 421

Ch 22 – Evolutionary Science Fiction, pages 840, 841
Week Three:   All week 3 homework due at start of class.  
Quiz 2.

Turn in homework – answers to the video assignments.
In class: Geology, Paleontology, Geography and Anthropology. Videos on Flood Geology and Turbidites. PowerPoint presentation on the geologic column and evidences of a young earth. 

Homework for next week: watch videos and answer questions.

1. Big Bang Cosmology parts 1 and 2 at http://www.spiritimpact.org/id8.html.
2. Read Chapters 3, 4, and 5 in Defeating Darwinism.
Week Four:  All week 4 homework due at start of class.  
Quiz 3.
Turn in homework – questions from the video assignments 
In class: Earth Science, Physics and Cosmology. Video on the Universal Flood. PowerPoint presentation on Fossils, Man and Dinosaurs, the Genesis Flood, and the effects of the Genesis Flood. 
Homework for next week: watch videos and answer questions.

1. Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5EPymcWp-g

2. Evolution vs. God at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U0u3-2CGOMQ
3. Absolute Proof of Creation at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CvRy6AjeyLc
4. Read Chapters 6, 7 and 8 in Defeating Darwinism.
Week Five:  All week 5 homework due before class.  

Turn in homework – answers from the video assignments.
In class:  Review Defeating Darwinism
Watch the video Did God Create Rebuttal.

Discuss 1) the evidence of the six day creation, 2) a young earth age of 8,000 years and 3) the seemingly old age of 16.5 billion years for the universe using Einstein’s General Theory of Relativity. PowerPoint presentation on how gravity affects time, especially on a universal scale.
      Final Exam
Course Resources
1. Internet Access with video capability to 
www.SpiritImpact.org/id8.html
www.YouTube 
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